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There's hell to pay when older guys
cut  out  for younger women 
By JANE RIDLEY

As half of one of the Hamptons' most glamorous 

couples, Peter Cook has enormous wealth, good 

looks, cute kids, a successful business and - best 

of all - the name Christie Brinkley on his marriage 

certificate.

So why risk blowing it for a 19-year-old former 

toy-store assistant who aspires to be the next

BeyoncŽ?

Time and again, guys who have it all are caught 

with their crisp linen pants around their ankles, 

fooling with hamburger when they have steak at 

home.

The roll of dishonor includes Jude Law, who 

cheated on Sienna Miller with the nanny; Ethan 

Hawke, betraying Uma Thurman for a two-bit model; 

and David Beckham, for his alleged brief trade-in of 

Posh Spice.

"Men in their position believe in 'unrestricted living,' 

" suggests Cooper Lawrence, a New York 

psychologist who has no links to Cook. "Because 

they DO have it all, they feel like they CAN have it 

all.

"They think: 'What else can I have?' and extend it to people.

"The chance that they might get busted increases the excitement."

She says a key motive for Cook's alleged behavior may have been reasserting his

masculine power.

"For 10 years, he has been hearing that he is only an accomplished person because

he is married to a super-model," says Lawrence. "He is known as Mr. Brinkley.
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"Resentment builds up, and there's no better way to say 'Screw you!' to an aging

model than to date the teenager that she once was Ñ  young, supple and beautiful."

Lawrence observes that Cook, 47, may have chosen impressionable Diana Bianchi

because, unlike his wife, she looked up to him. "In her eyes, he was a God-like

figure," says Lawrence, whose book, "Been There, Done That, Kept the Jewelry" is 

coming out in October. 

"He wanted to be admired and worshiped. Being a teen, Bianchi had none of

Brinkley's responsibilities and distractions, such as children and a busy career. Her 

focus could be 100% on Cook.

"She was happy to talk about how wonderful he was and how he would help make her

a singing star."

Cook's apparent philandering validates research that shows married men are twice as

likely to stray after the age of 40.

"Older men/younger women affairs often happen as men in their 40s and 50s look in

the mirror and see their muscle tone dropping, and more wrinkles," says relationship 

expert Pat Gaudette, co-author of "How to Survive Your Husband's Midlife Crisis."

"He's not the age he feels inside. Then he looks at his wife and sees his young self

with an 'old' woman and it makes him feel older. By proving that he can attract a 

younger woman, he appears younger to himself."

Jed Diamond, with the Web site MenAlive.com, which gives advice on so-called

male menopause, warns that thinking with your libido courts disaster.

"I talk to so many husbands who say, 'Why did I do this?' To them, it wasn't worth the

momentary sexual excitement to destroy a very satisfying long-term relationship."

If they stay with their much younger lover, cracks soon appear as routine sets in,

especially if the woman wants kids and the man faces the prospect of changing 

diapers again.

"A guy will say: 'It's not what I thought it would be. She wants children, and I'm not

sure,' " adds Diamond. "Sometimes it works out, but usually it doesn't. It's a case of be 

careful what you wish for."

Cheating hubbies also run the risk of becoming a punch line. Anyone who has seen a

fiftysomething in hair gel and a leather jacket knows the score.

The Rolling Stones' Bill Wyman could have been mistaken for a tuxedo-clad cadaver

at his 1989 wedding to Mandy Smith, then 19. They divorced 17 months later.

When Woody Allen left Mia Farrow for her adopted daughter, Soon Yi, 27, he became

fodder for Letterman and Leno jokes.

This time, Bianchi ended the fling, and lovelorn Cook was reportedly reduced to

driving from Southampton to Brooklyn to leave begging letters on the windshield of 

her car. Brinkley will likely get the last laugh.

Additional reporting by Robert Dominguez

The celebrity rat pack

Peter Cook may very well have flushed away his lux fairy-tale life with supermodel 
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wife Christie Brinkley and their two kids by doing the horizontal hula with 19-year-old 

Diana Bianchi, whom he hired to work in his architecture firm.

Not too bright, Pete. Then again, not so shocking, either. In fact, the 47-year-old Cook

is the latest in a long line of dudes with a gorgeous partner at home getting sexual

goodies in the arms of babes Ñ  if not near-babies Ñ  elsewhere.

* Exactly a year ago, it came out that while engaged to actress Sienna Miller, 25,

actor Jude Law, 33, got it on Ñ  on a pool table, to boot Ñ  with Daisy Wright, his kids'

nanny. Jude and Sienna have been on and off since.

* Soccer star David Beckham allegedly had an affair with personal assistant Rebecca

Loos, who claimed that the footballer wooed her with sexy text messages. Ex-Spice 

Girl wife Victoria stood by her man, who denied the allegations.

* Ethan Hawke cheated on wife Uma Thurman with Canadian model Jen Perzow, 12

years his junior, in Montreal while filming last year's thriller "Taking Lives." The flick 

tanked. Ditto the marriage. 

* Los Angeles Lakers star Kobe Bryant admitted that he cheated on his wife,

Vanessa, with a hotel concierge after he was charged with sexually assaulting the 

woman. The charges were dropped. Kobe gave Vanessa a $4 million ring and the 

couple had a recommitment ceremony. In May, they had a baby girl.

Excuses, Excuses: How men justify cheating

You made me do it. I couldn't resist. I was drunk and didn't know what I was doing.

These are some of the most common reasons men give to justify cheating.

But two-timing guys have come up with even more absurd lines to rationalize what

they've done. 

"They'll try out excuses until they find one that seems acceptable," says Pat

Gaudette, author of "Midnight Confessions: True Stories of Adultery."

"Most times they say they're lacking something," she says. "Their wife doesn't

understand them. She doesn't feel the same way or have the same needs as he does. 

He goes outside because the sex is great."

Divorce lawyer Lois J. Liberman knows of guys who feel it was their right to commit

adultery if their wife was withholding sex. "The most hurtful one was, 'I like you as a

friend but I no longer love you,'" Liberman says. 

"We have heard, 'It wasn't intercourse, and therefore it didn't come under the category

of sex,'" she adds.

Gina Barreca, who wrote "Perfect Husbands (and Other Fairy Tales)," recalls the most

outrageous excuses she's heard:

Gina Salamone
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